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“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”

The Joy of Reading: Writing

The Joy of Reading, continues to
make waves. Written & designed by
educators for educators using the evi-
dence-based KAT Framework, The
Joy of Reading will refresh your joy
for teaching reading.

Ms. Pilar Sierra discussed how to lever-
age the main idea to anchor students’
writing for extended constructed re-
sponse writing. She also highlighted
resources in The Joy of Reading that
help teachers model the thinking and
writing. Check out the video below:

o ECR & Valentine Jitters

With resources for tier 1 instruction,
small group, intervention, and more,
The Joy of Reading has all you need
to successfully implement the KAT
Framework and improve students’
reading comprehension!

KAT in Action

This classroom used the graphic organ-
izer to write their main ideas and add
details for the summary. The teacher
immediately modeled how to transfer
this into student notebooks.

- Nelson Mandela
February First Thursday

Our most recent First Thursday KAT
Chat was February 6. We had some
thought-provoking discussions!

Ms. Sierra showed how the main idea
is leveraged in writing ECRs, shared
writing resources from The Joy of
Reading KAT textbook, and modeled
“Valentine Jitters.” Ms. Heather Hen-
derson, Chief Academic Officer in one
of our partner schools, shared how her
team and teachers embraced KAT. We
also shared a new KAT Calendar for
February.

We encourage you to implement the
KAT Framework with fidelity in your
classrooms to deliver high-quality, evi-
dence-based instruction to ALL of your
students.

Check out some of our KAT Chat high-
lights on the right!

Shoutouts & Celebrations

Thank you to Ms. Heather Henderson,
who’s passion for reaching all students
was evident in her presentation at First
Thursday.

Ms. Henderson, we are excited to see
just how far your students (and teach-
ers) will go with the KAT Framework in
place!

First Thursday
Resources

e February KAT Chat

e February Calendar

e First Thursday KAT
Chat Slides

e KAT in Action—KAT
& the Joy of Reading

e File Library Index
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Materials developed and pre-
sented for the ITSS, SWELL,
FASCT, SEED-MOOYV,
KATE, and PRISM projects
are copyright protected and
may not be shared or com-
bined with other instructional
approaches without consult-
ing the research team. The
research reported here was
supported by the Institute of
Education Sciences, U.S.
Department of Education,
through Grants
R3054180060, R305A4150057,
U4234180074, S4114210002,
and R3054220015 to Texas
A&M University. Please
address all communica-
tions regarding these les-
sons to Dr. Kay Wijekumar
at k_wijekumar@tamu.edu



https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/a59dd37f-d121-4bbc-b45b-504bce57c1da
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/e2e73ae8-6db9-4786-8253-170ae356fd9f
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/119e3c40-3ecd-44c9-958d-b73d7ccbd4af
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/a3a74157-3a2a-43f0-80a0-3fa4e7e6ae40
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/a3a74157-3a2a-43f0-80a0-3fa4e7e6ae40
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/7bf464bc-00f5-41cb-a9f6-71b2dd4c3db9
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/7bf464bc-00f5-41cb-a9f6-71b2dd4c3db9
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/24bcefe5-4c51-4163-818f-ffb03228808b

Next FIRST THURSDAY:
MAR 6, 2025

Mark your calendar—we’ll see
you there!

Follow us on social media:

ﬂ Literacy 10

X @literacy_IO

@ @literacy_IO
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ACE Literacy Project

Our latest episode of the ACE Literacy 0
, was released

on February 6. This true story tells of one
woman’s journey to combat pollution in

Podcast,

her community.

To share the ACE flyers with your fami-
lies, click on the links to below.

e English
e Spanish

ONE PLASTIC BAG

g

Available on YouTube, iTunes, Spotify,
or wherever you get your podcasts!

KAT Q&A

During our most recent First Thursday, we received some great ques-
tions. Here are our replies! (Click HERE for the video)

How do I connect the KAT Framework to writing, especially with an
extended constructed response (ECR)?

The task of writing an ECR first requires students to comprehend what
they have read. If they have NOT comprehended, they will NOT be suc-
cessful. The main idea of the text serves as an anchor for their respons-
es. Actively how students can leverage their main ideas to begin
the writing task—the writing task might connect directly to the entire main
idea, or it might need to be anchored in part of the ECR. Either way, with-
out first comprehending the text, students are likely to get lost.

How do I incorporate my current curriculum with KAT?

The KAT Framework is just that—a framework for teaching comprehen-
sion effectively. It is not a curriculum, and therefore, can overlay any of
your existing resources. By utilizing the main idea and text structure
thinking with everything you do, students will learn to rely on this ap-
proach when they encounter texts as well. However, please ensure your
resources do not contradict the KAT Framework. It confuses students to
teach them to write a main idea based on the text structure approach and
then to turn around and tell them to use another method.

Other News from the Team

The Joy of Reading is available for purchase! Please
scan the QR code to buy your own copy of this incredi-
ble resource on Amazon.



https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewPublicFile/b1db7688-39a7-43f1-9289-6b56d2e504f7
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewPublicFile/c666bd10-fba5-48c5-8bcf-830d03659f8c
https://it.literacy.io/TeacherLibrary/Files/ViewFile/07ceab35-5b6e-4179-ae9a-feac2f2d7499

